34                   Pope Pius XI
States and elsewhere, from which a very large part of the
Papal income comes, Pope Pius was busy building a radio
station, a railway station, a special railway train, a palace
for the Civil Governor of his City State (a state which I was
able to walk round from one end to the other one morning
before breakfast), and on improving, though this was more
necessary, conditions in the Vatican library and other
parts of the Palace.
Sometimes people remonstrated with him, and about
the time of my visit there was a story of a cardinal who
came to the Pope and said to him: "It is my duty as cardinal
to advise you on this matter", to which the Pope quickly
replied: "It is only your duty when I ask you,"
The Pope was this time less in a hurry and more
friendly, but there seemed no very great personality to be
noticed in the few minutes' conversation he gave me,
One must compare the Pope with people of equal
greatness in other walks of life in this world, and one
cannot say that one comes away from the Pope with any
other feeling than one of tremendous respect for a man
of such a great age who has got so much of the world's
affairs at his finger-tips: And that is all one can say* He
gave me the impression that he was particularly pleased
to find that, being an Irishman, I was still closely In touch
with what was going on in England, and this was the first
of a number of occasions in which I was able to notice
his great keenness to hear of any Anglo-Irish rapprochement.
Again, a year or two later, I found myself having an
audience in the Pope's library. This is the highest form of
audience one can obtain, when one has to enter the room
and go down on one's knees three times before reaching
the Pope's chair, after which one sits beside him and talks*